In the entry hall of Stephanse
Odegard's apartment, a colorful
Odegard runner in a pattern called
Halio Metok leads past & custom
barmiboo display cabinet and an
antique Thonet table, & canved marbile
panel set into the coffered ceiling
shields a Bght source above. Opposite:
The living rocem features low-to-the-
ground furnishings, like a 19605 Finn
Juhl dayted full of pillows.

Dream Weaoe#

Premier carpet [mmegj;orsrz;nhr.-nfe Odegard’s
i f!igf#g personal New Yorl: City ([:.]mrmrmr is filled
with handmade delights from all over the world.
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Stephanie Odegard
crisscrosses the globe for
her prestige carpet

and home-furnishings
business. Over the past
two decades of soeially conscious entreprencurship, she's created

gainful employment for more than 1o artisans in Nepal and
India and won acclaim for both her carpet designs and her effores ro

end child labor in the rug indusery, But it was only recently as she
neared 6o, thar she finally bought herself a proper sofa.

Ir's a custom scven-fi
Baldwin for Larsen Furniture around 1
room of her serenely ¢

IHE 1,300-50
den flat ina converted ice building
and other pedigreed picces, including 1
and Swedish Biedermeier armehairs, set o

bedroom-plus-
"hie classic leather sofa
s Wegner dining chairs

antique and contemporary vextiles and handerafts,

Soft-spoken and unpretentious, Oclegard has done well by doing
goodd, though that was never her pl
Pou're still
nesswoman, who spent two years in Fiji in the 19705 helping local

Recently someone said 1o me,

¢ Corps volunreer,” says the Minnesota-bred busi

artists market their crafts. Simila

ssignments in Jamaica for the
United Nations and Nepal for the World Bank followed, leading to
the establishment of her own rug company in 1987, Quick to credit
her success to the craftspeople whe make her products, she never
wanted to be center stage. “I'm a vehicle for it all,” she says.
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What the Pros Know

Hand-dyed and -knotted cai } wts made in the centuries-old

Tibetan tradition are the bac

a-year operation. Her genius was in introducing fresh, contempe-
nal meotifs found
om sources as varied s an ndlian saris and Japancse
Kimonos. She has abo developed a modern palette of rich, sarurated
able dyes and increxsed the knors per square o further
carpets, which are made of lanolin-rich wool from long-
an sheep. The technicque also helps the rugs appeal
Western market,

Odegard's living room is led by a specracular 22-foor-k
silk-and-wool Arade rug that evokes “saffron and lhulurl-—-u-
gold with a lot of pink With a minimalist border motif bor-
rowed from a Byzan) a painting. it is one of six designs from
her Byzantine collection, produced in conjuncrion with the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

‘bone of Odegard’s S15-million-

“I'm very much a .-.ueru: designer, not a 31 designen” says
Oidegard, who has no formal design rraining, Several vears ago, she
ign fi chicu, *1 took him o
workers and had
J’milr'ul

H d is architectural sahiage from Brazit o
 xieg ,\,m l'»--\rn is 8 19405 French piace
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The understated n-tonc
designs of Odegard’s carpets
have been compared to Mark
Rothlo’s color-block painting:

with their subtle striations that create shimmer, complexity and
deprh. The absrrace forals and geometric patterns are sometimes
bold, sometimes nearly hidden, as in the deep-red carpet that
covers the floor in a music roam off the living room.

The walls throughout the aparement, which was designed with
the help of architect Stephen Alastair Wanra, are suffused with pale

ink arc “fricndly, happy

& MIUSIE TO0M i 4 MOFe ASsertive per
winkle blue (Digiralis Mauve #43), and the bedroom is the fainrest
yellow (Salmon Favorelle #19), with a textured trearment akin o
Venetian plaster. The beauty of these subtle hues, says Odegard, is
that “they go with everything and change with the |

Odegard's wse of jow ed silks for pillows and window o
ings has a human backstory: “In India, stores collect hand-woven
i pes and sell it in what they call bhadi emporiums. Mah,
Gandhi believed thar as long as people would hand-weave and ha
spin, they would be employed, so there would be less violence. L very
much agree, and | try to support these emporiums.”

For all Odegard's collecting, she shows admirable restraine. “1
don't go looking for things vo fir my space,” she says. *1 buy things
whaose craftsmanship and marerials I'm drawn o, bur only whar 1

il

color from 3

need. T ery not to buy anything exera” @
See Resources, Lt pages.
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